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´´ Terrorism

Generally speaking, terrorism refers to activities that individuals engage 
in to create terror and panic in specific groups of individuals. Although 
victims of terrorism may experience direct physical harm, the goal of ter-
rorists is to create emotional terror in a broader group of individuals. The 
U.S. government defines terrorism as “premeditated, politically motivated 
violence perpetrated against noncombatant targets by subnational groups 
or clandestine agents.”7 Experts typically classify terrorism into categories 
of domestic terrorism and international terrorism. Here is how the 
FBI defines these two types of terrorism:

´´ Domestic terrorism is the unlawful use, or threatened use, of force or 
violence by a group or individual based and operating entirely within 
the United States or Puerto Rico without foreign direction committed 
against persons or property to intimidate or coerce a government, the 
civilian population, or any segment thereof in furtherance of political 
or social objectives.

´´ International terrorism involves violent acts or acts dangerous to 
human life that are a violation of the criminal laws of the United 
States or any state, or that would be a criminal violation if committed 
within the jurisdiction of the United States or any state. These acts 
appear to be intended to intimidate or coerce a civilian population, 
influence the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion, or 
affect the conduct of a government by assassination or kidnapping. 
International terrorist acts occur outside the United States or tran-
scend national boundaries in terms of the means by which they are 
accomplished, the persons they appear intended to coerce or intimi-
date, or the locale in which their perpetrators operate or seek asylum.8

Terrorism has always been a concern, at least on some level, but in the 
aftermath of September 11, 2001—when terrorists overtook four airplanes 
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One of comedian Steven Wright’s famous  
one-liners goes like this: “It’s a small world, but I 
wouldn’t want to have to paint it.” The first part of 
the quotation reminds us how connected we all 
are, while the second part points to the vastness of 
our world. Using this as a framework, write down 

three ways that you think crime is similar across 
countries. Next, write down three ways that crime 
varies across cultures. Share your answers with 
a group of your classmates. Are there similarities 
and differences between what you and your fellow 
students wrote down?

terrorism: Activities that 
individuals engage in to create 
terror and panic in specific 
groups of individuals.

domestic terrorism: 
Terrorists acts occurring in 
the United States with no 
connections to foreign entities.

international terrorism: 
Terrorist acts committed with a 
specific connection to foreign 
entities.


